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f"ouncil Chamber
rity ''all, °0!n •>»'
1?1 '!. LaSal le Strpet
•''Mcago, Illinois *o>srp

;1r. Cutierrez:

you for your letter dated -June ?*, 1986. Before addressinq your
concerns, T "OH! H l i fcp to take this opportunity to infom you of the
cleanup status at the A-Chen site.

£11 of the acir! r1n<m$ (°3 drv^s, approximately 1/3 of the total drww
on-i i te) and <;<;)'"*» Has*" nriins were disposed of at Chen Clear before
July <i, 1Q'-?^. T^e pH of all dpuns remaining on the site is a^ove
The :X'tartiai for reactions between the adds and bases has been
inate-d. •"» .hPv /, T'^F, the United States Fnvlromental Protectlog

:t ' f l) started to decontaminate the building debris. Tilt'
nn dno disposal of the huildlnq debris **ere conplptj»<f

,'uiy ]4, 14PP. «i) luly 11, 19R6, another 77 drums were disposer* of
rh(«> r]p3r. TV-° '-inse water fron decontamination of the
was collect.fHl an<i disposed of at an approved facility. During
rr>ro( /a i ~f thp Kml- i i rq ^ebris, an additional seventy-fiv« ^-c

tHv 4n r>f then were chromic add, the regaining were neutral
n a t • • > r i a ) s ) ^er*> di^covpr^d on July 11, l°^fi. These B-gall^n
locate^ in the off ice's closets and were completely isolated

-»P 'rii'is IP the facil ity. All of the seventy-five 5-<jal lon
re<'tovp<i anci disposed of on July 16, 1986. We are arranging

•H i - . - fK^I if *-H« rwialrin-g 1.3P dru^s. Resource Conservation and »f»covery
V:f 'yr'1?,) approved disposal facilities are at a preniun, and the process
rn, i^ 14ir«3 ^s 1 on,.; -is 1 I/? - 2 months. I assure you that every pffnrt
win hp :!,^de to ms>ose of the drums as quickly as possible. Until all
th0 ,ir,j)-,s can he "imposed of from the A-rhem site, th? )),<;, pPA ̂ 111

?4-hour security at the site to ensure that the site regains
|k«fe-tlt«Mi1 s no rislf to the nelqhhoring

&*'• '



In rtjuN t+JMT f*fMtt that the U.S. FP4 conduct appropriate tests,
ta **• neighborhood adjacent to the ft-Chew site
tmt*w1nat1fln of the neighborhood, I share your

mflth ; and I feel strongly that sone soil t*st
fe* cHwt*^* Stfl samples have been collected and analyzed for

and cyanide hy t.H« «ttt«*s Attorney n«ner«l*« office, TM* sol
Has not found any sever* levels of contamination. The On-Sce«e

rnord1f»ator (-^H) "oes not *e!1ev« that any significant cnnt««1 nation of
tn<» n* 1 ghhorhood occurred as a result of the two fires, except for the
chrnml'jo contaminated fire flqhtlng water that flowtd off the sit*
January. "^>1s f««ter1a) was rwoved.

of

Thp operator of the facility Infomed HS that all the cyanide dpyrss were
in the south roo** at the tin* of the January fire, and that they '*ere not
af*«ct*»^ hy the f1rst due to the fire **all betMeen the nortn and south

s. The ad^s fou»wi 1f the hurnt-out roo>» consisted of swall quantities
ydrochloric acid {^T*, sulfurlc acid (U7^n4), an<* nitric ad*
the "aj^rlty of «dH* found were chromic add (swlfuMc add

. nth^r "^twrldln found tncly^e^t ?o<iium ny^roxldK
chloride f^w^ClK «-*e do not helleve any toxic furies *ere

fir» from ^he reaction of acids, bases and firewater, *hch
Hazardous to the public health, other than th» dense vwke generattil;

TUe "*;r ch^cke^ all t^e drws awd t*»e debris with a cyanide test kit,
all r«>*t)lt$ w«re negative. This conflruNsd th« Information jrovlded ny the
oppi-af'" t-iat cyaniH^s ^ere not affected hy the f1r«».

Thf, c"r^"it adr" copt*i1nated firewater ssnples were an*lyz»d "y th» "<«»tro
politan Sanitary ^1 strict of '"jreater Chlcayo (H5H) for open dlschar«1nq in
/Ur'iary 1 (>Hf . Th<? '"5^ Informed the '.,'.5. CPft that only slight traces of
c^nr-is- i*ere detected In the sanples, and approval for discharge Into tne
^-•wurs HS r»nt<»^» fhe ^nf^ standards for open discharge are a
of "• i. t r ts ^r .illHon (ppn) total chromium or a naxlmum of 10 ppw

inlt,i»t*i

i -h-p resrx>ns^ in January 19R6, the grnynd was frozen; a layer of
1- - 1nch«s thick was on top of the ground; and the teriperature :m

y tt̂ MM^AH|Hpx1«nately -lS*r. The chromic acid contaminated
f 1 re«tt*r ij|̂ ^ l̂̂ ^^^vth« Ice layer after leaving the facility. T>?
•1<:r.afi|i|||̂ ^̂ ^HR|̂ ^̂ By removed from the neiqhhorhood adjacent tn
'-rhe» •'Hl̂ '|̂ ^̂ K||̂ ^PF streets. Since the ground *as frozen ar>c there
**<; i 1<9V|̂ ^̂ l|M^H|̂ ce underneath the stained 1ce, th«re 1s vlrtiially
no jossfMrffplNPWMlround was contaminated hy this discharge.

r.»e aN>ve facts Indicating that the ground was .^ot
program for chromlun he

the contaminated discharge was



I am frtflPfcl fw tilt support provided by you and yow staff throughout
tM* cleanup effort. Tf you Have any additional questions r«Kjar<11nq
".$. r.PA's cleanup effort at the *.-rhew a1t«. please de not hesitate
tn coot art ?»e.

'Inrerely yours,

*7:CONTROL


